Salamanca was ownv important city all along the fourteentiv
fifteentivcenturies. The University of Sasdavmanca was well knoww inv
turope and moany studenty came from alll over Spainv and ity
territories to- study.

The city was divided into- two- mainv groups; that is why they were
called Loy Bandos. Even today we have o squawe i the city withv
that name.

These two- bands belonged to- the parishv of Sanv Benito- and to- the
parishv of Santo- Tomé. Mariav de Movwoy, a widow, belonged to-
Santo- Tomé parish. Her house still stands today, next to the
churchv. Her thrree young sons were at home to-protect her. One day
the thwee boysy went to- play handball against other families’
members...

The Manganos, The Fonseca, the Anaya and some other families
belonged to-the Saw Benito- parish, which was opposite to-the Main
Squawve of Salamanca. They were strong and they hated the
members of the Santo- Tomé parish.. In between there was o piece of
land where grass grew because nobody stepped ow it: the Corrillo-

Plaga

The populowr ball gaume stowted, but two- rival players argued, and
fought. Finally the brothers Gomeyg and Alonso- Mangano- took out
their swords and killed the two- sons of Mawiaw Movwoy, Pedro- and
Lwis.

That day and the next day, Mariow was sad, but she didnw 't cry.
That night she gathered twenty armed servanty and left the city to-
hunt the Mangano-boys and kill thew both.

After o montiv of inquiries they caught up withv the villaing. They
had gone as for as Portugal. Whew they were sleeping in awv inn,
i Visew, they were apprehended and there was no- mercy. The
heads of Gomeyz and Alonso- Mangano- were cut off. Mariaw took
thewv withv her left hand and brought them back to- Sadamanca..
Mawiaw lay the heads o the tombs of her childven.

Since then, she was called Maria the Brave, Mario lao Brava.

The End
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PLACES CONNECTED TO THE LEGEND

“Mariav the Brave’”

The main squave (“Plaga Mayor”) inv
Salamoncaw s considered the city
4 centre. Many towristy come to-
| Salamanca to- see it

<

Sanv  Benitor and
Santo- Tome’s pawishes
where the two-

Mariov the Browve's house
s very near the Main
Squawe (“Plaga Mayor”)
i Salamanca.
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Johw was bornw at Sahagin, v norvthwestern Spain, v the
fifteentiv century. He becaume av parish priest and felt attracted to-
the poverty and simple lifestyle. He evwolled inv classes at the great
Catholic University of Sasdamanca and he becoume famous as ov
preacher.

His beauntiful homilies or sermons brought about a change in the
people of Salamanca. St. Johuwv succeeded in ending many bitter
fighty among fomilies. He even persuaded people to- forgive one
another. Hisy remaing ave preserved v the cathedral of
Salamanca and he iy honored as the patrow of the city.

Miracles were attributed to- Father Joluwvs intervention, before
and after his deatih. One occurred inv Ssdamanca whenw av small

It is very well knoww i Sasdavmanca,

that o child fell into- o well by

accident. The well was deep and

narrow and he couldn't get out. His Shgpameas.
mother was shouting and crying e ’ :
and there were a lot of people T
round it. A priest was walking near FEH
there and went to- the mouth of the o
well to- see what was happening. He -
took off the belt of his habit but i V'Y
was too- short and the boy couldwt

hold it Then the water rised and

the child got near the top so- his

mother could hold the childs

hand. He way safe and happy.
" e Eud
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“The Yellow Well”

The Street of the Yellow Well,
where the saint saved the life of
a child who- had fallenw into- v
well by accident.

Saint Johwv of Sahaguw
(current Patron Saint
of the city).

SOME DRAWINGS ABOUT THE LEGEND...
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Satonw himself taught fortune telling, palm reading, spellsy and
black magic to-7 students for 7 years.

Some sovy he took on the form of the sacristin (cowetaker) of the
ruined chuwrchv during the lessons, others o hand onw av chavir, stilll
othersy o male goat. However he dressed himself;, all of the
accounty agree ow the studenty twition: one human soul. At the
end of the 7 years, so-the story goes, the studenty drew loty to- see
whichv of them would settle the bill by spending the rest of his life
invthe cave of Samancar - inv service to- Satowv.

The Mawrques de Villenaw was chosew to- stoavy
withv the demonw (or the schoolmaster).
Using the tricks that he had learned for
evily hid iv av vat of wastewater from the
cowve, and made them believe that he had

The Marques left the vat whes the demow
had gone, and escaped from the cave.
could hawe betrayyed his flight, leaving it o
nside the cave.

The End



SPANISH LEGENDS

PLACES CONNECTED TO THE LEGEND
“The Cave of Salamanca”

Salamancaw iy a  very
historical city withv many
Mainn  Squawe  (Plagow
Mayor). Ity University is
one of the most important

i Spain.

There awre mony students
at Sdllamancov's University, &
but the studentsy from the

legend had special lessons. |

The cave of Salamanca
was only the crypt of the
Chuwrchv of Sauv Cebrian, o
chwwrch that would later
be destroyed v the late
N sixteentivcentury.




